DISCOURSE, | 


CONCERNING \. 


W 


Baptiſmal and Spiritual 
— — 


| 7 
. * q 
: 


| _—_ : | 
A HE Depeche 
The Second Edition. 


T 


L 0 N N 


Printed for Jobn Mat, at the FR. Al 
| 2 aul A „ 


her 


8 
" 


man 


RR 


* 


& * 


1 r hw i. 7 

READ ER. 
is plain Diſcourſe 
was not intended for 
e Preſs: but ſome worthy 
Perſons engaged in the cha- 
itable Deſign of propaga- 
ting Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, judging it fit for 
| that Uſe, deſir d that it 
night be made publick. It 
I= accordingly publiſhd at 
their Requeſt, without any 


other alteration in the Form” 
@ A 2 f * ay * 4 
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PREFACE. 
| of it, than the changing of | 
two Sermans 5 into one contt- 


| nued Diſcourſe ; and that 
| it may conduce to the end 
propoſed is the hearty Wiſh 
and Prayer of it's Author. 


29 C 62 


Titus ili. 45 T9 6, 7. 


After that the Kindneſs and Love of 
God our Saviour toward Man ap- 
pear'd; not by Works of Righteouſ- 
neſs, which we have done, but ac- 
cording to his Mercy he ſaved us by 
= the waſhing of Regeneration, and re- 
'  newing of the Holy Ghoſt ; which he 
ſhed on us abundantly through Feſus 
Chriſt our Saviour; that being juſti- 
fied by his Grace, we ſhould be made 
Heirs according to the Hope of Eternal 
Life. ; 


Read theſe four Verſes together, 
altho' my defign is to inſiſt upon 
a part only of one of them, both 
becauſe they have a cloſe Connexion 
to each other, and becaule all roge- 
ther they compriſe a cle Account of - 1» _ ® 
te Nature and the Manner of our : 
» WSalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. They are 
introduced upon this occaſion. St 
Paul had been admoniſhing TitustsW RR 
A 3 put , 
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put the Cretians in mind of ſeveral 
arts of their chriſtian Duty, parti 
2. cularti y, to fpea!, evil of no man, to be 
no brawlers, but gentle, ſhewing ail | 5 
moekneſs unto all men; which Duties 
of gentleneſs and meckneſs to all he 
enforces, by calling to their remem- i 
brance, that they allo, before their 
converſion to Chriſtianity, were guilty 
of the ſame faulis, and liable to the 
ſame cenſures with thoſe who were 
ſtill unconverted, and that it was by 
the meer grace and mercy of God, 
that they were now brought into a 
better ſtate, and therefore that as God 
had been gracious and merciful to 
them, ſo they ought alſo to be kind 
and gentle towards their fellow-crea- Wl 
3. tures. Thus be argues; For we our 
ſelves alſo were ſometimes feoliſk, diſabe- 
dient, deceived, ſerving divers -luſts and 
pleaſures, living in malic: and envy, if 
hateful and hating one another. I'ns 
was, generally ſpeaking, the caſe of WM 
the Gentiles, and of too many amongſt 
the Fews alſo; which I take to be the 4 1 
realon of St. Paul's ſaying, we our if 
fſrivet; tho he principally mean ſuch 
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as lived. in an heathen State, yet 


foraſmuch as the Fews themſelves were 
greatly corrupted in their Manners, 
be rather chooſes to ſay, we our ſelves, 


than only ye were ſometimes fooliſh, 
Kc. After this the Apoſtle proceeds, 
in the words of my Text, to ſhew 


- >» m—_— c_—_ 
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Ef the great alteration which Chriſtianity 
had made amongſt them; But after 
that the kindneſs and love of God our 
Saviour toward man appear d, &c. In 


which words there are ſeveral parti- 
culars very obſervable, viz. theſe fix 


following. 


I. The Nature of that ſtate into 


WT which Chriſtians are calld by the 


Goſpel of Chriſt. It is a ſtate of Sal- 


vation. So St. Paul expreſly faith, 


He ſaved us, that is, God by bringing 
Men into the Chriſtian Church, brings 
them into the way of Salvation, he 
puts them into a ſtare in which they 


will, if it be not their own fault, cer- 


tainly be ſaved, from their Sins, and 
from the evil conſequences of them. 


43 And therefore he is ſtyl'd God our Sa- J 


viour. 


T > II. Here 


John 3» 
16. 
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II. Here is an abſolute denial of 
albmerit on the part of men, ante- 


cedenily to their being brought into 
this ſtate of Salvation. Nor by works 


of righteouſneſs which we have done, 


but according to his mercy he ſaved 
us res D097 t 


Ill. Here is the firſt great moving 3 


cauſe of mens Salvation, viz: the Kind- 
neſs and love. of God-our Saviour, - that 
is, of God the Father, who ſo [ov'd 
the World, as to give hit önlycbegotten 
Son, for the Salvation of tanking) 
It was his meer goodneſs, his love and 
compaſſion towards men, which mov'd 
him to contrive and to appoint this 
excellent method for their Sal vation. 
For altho' the Term, ur Sad iourgistifut 
ally apply'd to the Son of God, as. to 


him who wrought out our Salvation 


for us, and particularly in a paſſage 
immediately following, where St. 
Pau! mentions Jeſus Chriſt cur Saviour, 
yet it is ſometimes by the ſame Apo- 
{tle as plainly afcrib'd to the Father, 
whom he elſe-where ſtyles the Saviour 


1 Tim, 4. Fall men, eſpecial'y of thoſe that be- 


10. 


lieves 


IV. Here 


r r 


ES 
IV. Here are the means by which 


ve are brought into this ſtate of Sal- 
ation, both external and internal; 
| 3. by the waſhing of regeneration, 
o d renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. By 
WF waſhing of regeneration is general- 
$ underſtood Baptiſm, which 1s the 
q Eternal Sign and Seal of the new 
J ovenant between God and Men, in- 
Fituted by our Lord himſelf, where- 
Dy we are admitted into the Church 
1 Chriſt, and intitꝰled to the aſſiſt- 
Ince of the Holy Ghoſt; which there 


i Tre the Apoſtle here joins with the 
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5 Weeernal Sign, as that which is repre- 
ented and conlign'd to us by the Rite 
EF Baptiſm, the renewing F the Holy 
heſt, to whom, together with the 
ather and the Son, all who are bap- 
iz'd are dedicated, and under whoſe 
Wonduct they are then placed. 
V. Here is the Perſon, thro” whoſe 
erits and mediation the Salvation 
* pf men is obtain d, and particularly by 
] vhom the Holy Ghoſt ; is imparted to 
ne members of the Chriſtian Church, 
or the renewing their minds, 21f. 
Feſus Chriſt our Saviour. For ſo it fol- 
AS 


(10) 
lows; which he ſhed on us abundantly 
thro” Feſus Chriſt our Saviour. The 
whole method of our Salvation, and 
particularly the communication of the a 
divine Spirit, is managed by leu 
Chriſt. 

VI. Laſtly, Here is the deſign and 
end of all this merciful. diſpenſation | q 
of God towards men, by his Son ; 1 
viz. that being juſtified by his grace 3 
we ſhould be made Heirs agcoraing to the 7 
hope of eternal life; that is, that ha- 
ving our fins pardon'd, and our per- 
ſons accepted or receiv d into God's * 
tavour, fo as that he ſhould again ac- Y 
count us as his children (for this [WW 
underſtand by being juſtified,) wel 
ſhould become heirs of eternal life ;| X 
heirs in hope in this world, and mY 
poſſeſſion in the world to come. I 

Having thus given a brief view fl [ 
this whole Period, my farther delign 8 
is, as I before hinted, to treat upon 
one of the ern contain'd in i. 
Only before I enter upon it, [ would F# 
70 this ſhort Obſervation from the 10 
whole, That here we have a plain | 

acknowledgment of the three Perſons # 
in 


(119 
in the bleſſed Trinity, and indeed the 
foundation of that Doctrine as re- 
l yeald to us in the holy Scriptures, 
Wiz. The Father appointing, the Son 
managing, and the Holy Ghoſt ope- 
Fating in the Salvation of Men. This 
1 Wodeed is the true ground of the Reve- 
ation of this myſterious Doctrine to 
4 s, not to amuſe or confound us, but 
9 hat we might underſtand the method 
f our Salvation by the Goſpel ; that 
2 as by the light of nature and reaſon 
Nee are taught to know and to reve- 
1 rence the great Father of all, ſo by 
Revelation we might be made to un- 
erſtand, that this Father hath brought 
About our Recovery and Salvation, by 
| wr only · begotten Son, and his eternal 
Ppirit, who are not Creatures, made 
"2 ut of nothing, as we our ſelves are, 
but are eternally of and with the Fa- 
4 R ther ; to whom, together with the 
Father, we are dedicated, when we 
q. are admitted into the Chriſtian Church, 
44 and whom together with him we wore 
e ſhip and glorify. 
J 
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But I proceed now to that which:] 
primarily intended, namely to conſi- 
der that particular which | mention'd 
in the fourth place, as contain'd in my 
Text, The means by which Chriſti- 
ans are brought into a ſtate of Salva- 
tion, both external and internal; He 
ſaved us by the waſhing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 

That by the waſhing of regeneration 
is to be underſtood Baptiſm, I think 
there can be no doubt, to any who 
are acquainted with the language of 
the primitive Writers, by whom Bap- 
tim is uſually ſtyl'd Regeneration, and 
baptiʒ d perſons are ſaĩd to be regene- 
rated; which way of ſpeaking was 
probably taken up partly from this i 
paſſage of St. Paul, and partly from | 
thoſe words of our Saviour, which 


ſeem exactly correſpondent to theſe 
in my Text. In his difcourſe with 


Nicodemus he firſt tells him, "That ex- 
cept a man be born again, he cannot ſee 


the kingdom of God; and farther ex- A 
plaining himſelf he adds, Verily, verily 


T ſay unto thee, Except a man be born 
F water and of the ſpirit, he cannot 
enter 


(13) 


enter into the kingdom of God ; where 
the words born and born again plainly 
anſwer to Regeneration in my Text, 
as Water and the Spirit anſwer to the 
waſhing of regeneration, © and the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghoſt 5 and where- 
as our Saviour makes thoſe neceſſary 
to our entering into the kingdom of 
God, St. Paul makes theſe the means 
of our Salvation. 
Bur bere the queſtion will be, In 
what ſenſe are each of theſe a means 
to this end? Flow are we ſaved by 
one and by the other ? Which En- 
quiry is the more neceflary, becauſe 
it will lead us to the underſtanding of 
the true notion of Regeneration, both 
when it is apply'd to Baptiſm, (as it 
frequently is) and when it particu- 
& larly denotes the renewing of the mind 
= by the divine Spirit; as alſo it will 
farther ſerve to convince us, that Ex- 
ternal Regeneration, if not accompa- 
ny'd with the Internal, will not avail 
4 us ta the end for which it is deſign d. 
The Method therefore which is pro- 
pose in handling this Point is, 


L Fo 
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I. To ſhew why Baptiſm is ſtyl'd 
the waſhing of Regeneration. 

II. To enquire how it becomes a 
means whereby. we are ſaved. = 

III. To ſhew what the renewing f 
the Holy Ghoſt is, which St, Paul here 3» 
| joins with the waſhing of Regenera- 
tion. 4 

IV. To ſhew that the waſhing of! 
Regeneration may be ſeparated from | 
the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt ; and 
that if it be ſo, the end for which it 
is uſed, namely our Salvation, cannot 
be obtain'd, the latter being abſolute- of 
ly neceflary in order to our being ſa: 
ved, in the complete ſenſe of that 
word. 

V. To enquire how thoſe Perſons 
who have had he waſhing of Regene- 
ration, but arg not yet renew'd by the 
divine Spirit, may attain to that Re- 
novation. 


I, I begin with the ., viz. To 4 
ſhew why Bapriſm is ſtyld the waſhing 


of Regeneration» . 


Now 


(15) 
No the account of this I take to 
be very plain and eaſy, from the way 
of ſpeaking familiar amongſt the Fews. 
We are told by their authentick Wri- 
ters, that it was their cuſtom to ad- 
mit Proſelytes from among the Hea- 
then, not only by circumciſing the 
Males, but alſo by baptizing both 
Males and Females ; and that they 
were uſed to ſay, when perſons were 
ſo baptiz'd and proſelyted, they re- 
ſembled fuch as were new-born ; 
they enter'd into a new State, were 
admitted to new Relations, were ob · 
lig d to live new lives, and to govern 
themſelves by new laws and cuſtoms. 
And there cap be no great doubt, but 
that our Saviour and St. Paul might 
uſe the expreſſions of being born again 
of water, and the waſhing of Regenera- 
tion in the very ſame ſenſe, wholuever ® _ 
br pi into theChriſtianChurch . 


by Wptilm, being born again in the 

W {amcWmanncr as Proſelytes ufed to be 

W amonglt the Fews, To which may be 

added, what is peculiarly true in the — 
| Chriſtian Diſpenſation, namely, that 
Baptiſm was therein appointed to be a 


(16) | 
ſign of an inward and ſpiritual Rege- 
neration ; waſhing the body with wa- 

ter was to repreſent the cleanſing of | 
the Soul by the divine Spirit, and | 
conſequently the receiving anew Prin- | 

ciple of; ſpiritual life into the Soul, 
anſwering to the Principle of natural 
life which every man brings into the 
world with him, when he is firſt born. 
But this will appear more clearly by 
what is to be conſide red in the ſecond 
place, viz. 

Il. How Baptiſm becomes to us a 
means whereby we are ſaved, agree- 
ably to St. Paul's expreſſion, Accord- | 
ing to hu mercy he ſaved us, by the 
waſhing of Regeneration. 

Now the account of this may be 
given in theſe following particulars. 

0 1. As it is appointed by our Sav1- 

13 our for a ſolemn Rite of admittance 

1 into his Church. 

4 2. As it is a Sign of the cleanſing 

1 our Souls from the pollution of ſin, W 

and the renewing them fter che Image 

of God by the divine Spirit. f 
2. As it is a Seal of the Cove- 

nant be:ween God and Men in Jeſus 


Chriſt, 4. As 
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4. As it is in the right- uſe of it a 
27 hich it repreſents. Uri 


1. We are ſaved by the waſhing of 
Neneration, that is (as I before ex- 
Plain d the expreſſion) we are put in- 
o a ſtare of Salvation by Baptiſm, 
as much as Baptiſm is appointed 
y our Saviour for a ſolen Rite of 
dmiſſion into his Church 
Fbe Church is that Body of men; 
ich ls taker out of the reſt of the 
vorld, as the peculiar care of our 
Redeemer, to whom he affords the 
pecial means of Salvation, conduct- 
g them by the methods of his Provi- 
ende and his Grace towards eternal 
ſte. It is therefore by St. Peter com- 
dar'd to the Ark in the days of Noah, 
which thoſe who enter'd into it 
ere ſaved from the deluge which 
as ſent upon the worid 3 They were 


9 ww % > 


pc ; or in the Ark which was car- 
Wy on the water; upon which he im- 


nto even Baptiſm doth alſo nom ſave 


tans alſo of obtainin g thoſe Bleſſings 


red, as the Apoſtle expreſſeth it, by 1 3+ 


Wnediately adds, The like figure where- v. 21. 


* J "of 7 . 
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Matth. 
2 8. 1 9. 


Ark of his Church, ſhall be admitted 


Who pretend to the name of Chriſti 


on, I know nor how they can be o. 
as members of the Chriſtian Church 


feſſion. 
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us. For our Lord' nath appointed 
that all thoſe who will enter into the 


by the ſolemn Rite or Ceremony of 
Baptiſm, according to that expreſs 
Precept to his Apoſtles, Go ye and make 
diſciples of. all Nations, baptizing them 
in the Name of the Father, and | of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, This wa; 
the Method in which they. were to 
diſciple all Nations, to receive them 
into the number of Diſciples by Bap- 
tiſm, and thereby to oblige them to 
yield Obedience to all the Precepts « 
our Saviour. And accordingly we 
find, that it was the conſtant practice 
of the Apoſtles, and from them deriv'd 
to tbe whole Church of Chriſt ever 
ſince, to admit Proſelytes or Diſciples 
by the ſame Rite; inſomuch that thoſe 


p 
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ans, but yet reject this expreſs Inſt; 
tution of the Founder of our Religi. 


or Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, whilti 
they diſclaim the badges of their Pro- 


2. We 
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2, We are ſaved by the waſhing of 
Regeneration, as it is a Sign of the 
cleanſing our Souls from the pollu- 
tion of Sin, and the renewing them 
after the Image of God by the divine 
Spirit. i 

Nor was it without reaſon that our 
Lord appointed this Sign, which na- 
turally and eaſily repreſents the thing 
ſignify'd. For as by pure water our 
Bodies are cleanſed from pollution, ſo 
by the mercy of God in Jeſus Chriſt 
our Souls are firſt purg'd from the 
guilt of Sin, and by the divine — 
they are ſanctifyd and purify'd from 
its defilement. And therefore tis ob- 


ervable, that this reſemblance is ta- 

er ken notice of in the old Teſtament 

eas well as in the new ; as in that paf- 

le ſage of Ezekiel, where the Prophet ꝑzek. 26. 

i ſpeaking of the times of the Meſſiah, 2 6, 26, A7. 

. doth it in theſe words, Then will I | 
i /prink/e clean water upon you, and ye 

/ be clean: from all your filthineſs, | [i 
nd from all your Idols will 1 cleanſe | 
. A new heart alſo will J give you, A 
„d new /pirit will I put within you ; _ 


adding in the following Verſe, And 1 
will | 


— 
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will put my Spirit within you, and cauſe} 
you to walk in my Statutes, &c. Here 
Mater is made to repreſent the Spirit 
of God, with reſpect to it's cleanſing 
and puritying Virtue ; and ſprinkling 
clean water is made the figure of pours 
ing out the divine Spirit. 

And yet farther, according to the 
Obſervation of a learned Writer of 
our own; the water of Baptiſm might 
probably be made uſe of as a ſign of 
our new birth, for this ſpecial reaſon, 
VF. from the known cuſtom of waſh- 
ing new-born Infants from the pollu- 
tion which they bring into the world 
with. them. So that it is a proper 
Sign, both by Nature and. Cuſtom, 
of the: thing which it is here uſed” to 
repreſent ; and it is appointed by our 
Lord to this very purpoſe, that we 
may thereby be put in mind of the 
deſign of our entering into the Chriſti- 
an Church, to wir, that our Souls 
may be cieans'd from the defilement 
of lin, by virtue of the divine Spirit. 

3. It is not only an external Sign, 
but moreover a Seal of the Covenant 
then made between God and Men in 
Jeſus Chriſt, Thus 


( 21) 
9 Thus Citcumcifion was appointed 
re ¶ for a Seal of God's Covenant with 4- 
it ¶ braham and his Seed, according to the 
g account of St. Paul, He receiv d the Rom. 4. 
Sign of Circumciſion, a Seal of the 11. 
r* WM 712þteouſneſs of by Faith; that is, a 

Seal which God ſet to his Covenant 
ne wich him, that he would accept his 
ol ſincere Faith, and would impute it to | 
it him for righteouſneſs : and Abraham 
of WM by making this Sign on himſelf and 
n, on his Children, feal'd the Covenant 
h- on his part alſo, profeſſing and.teſti- | 
u-Mfying thereby his Faith and Hope in Al 
a God, and his ready Obedience to his 
er Commandments. In like manner, 
n, whoſoever is baptiz'd with Water in 
tothe Name of the Father, the Son, and 
TW the Holy Ghoſt, according to our Sa- 
e viour's Inſtitution, hath thereby the 
e Goſpel- Covenant ſign'd and ſeal'd be- 
i- tween God and him, being certity'd 
son God's part, that all the promiſes of li 
uche Goſpel ſhall be made good to him _ 
WF upon the conditions there propos'd : | 
„and entering into an engagement n 
his own part, to perform the conditions 


of the Goſpel accordingly. 


For 


— 


[> SA] . 
For thus it pleaſeth God in greaÞ 
Condeſcenſion to act with men, ac. 
cording to their ways of acting one 
with another, not only giving then 
his Word and Promiſe, and receiving 
from them the engagement of thei 
Vows ; but moreover by certain e- 
ternal and viſible Signs and Marks: 
ſuch as the two Sacraments of the 
Goſpel are, farther confirming his Pro- 
miſes to them, and engaging then 
Vows to him. 

4. Yet once more, we may be ſaid 
to be ſaved by the waſhing of Regene- 
ration, as Baptiſm in the right uſe off 
it is a means alſo of obtaining thoſe 
Bleſſings which it repreſents; accord- 
ing tothe definition of a Sacramentin 
our Church-Catechiſm, That it s an 
outward and viſible Sign of an inward 
and ſpiritual Grace, given unto us, or- 
dain'd by Chriſt himſe!f, as a Means 
whereby we receive the ſame, as well as 
4 Pledge to aſſure us thereof. © 

God cannot be thought to have ap- 
pointed any Inſtitutions in vain, or do 
be wanting to his Church in the regu- 
lar uſe of them; and therefore when 
our 


| 
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W 


Sur Lord gave his Apoſtles commiſſion 


ac. In this manner to diſciple all Nations, 
"nee immediately adds, And lo T am with Matt. 


ou al way, even unto the end of the world. 28. 20. 


The Goſpel is indeed throughout the 


eit criptures repreſented as te Miniſtra- 
. the Spirit, the divine Spitit be- 
Eng the peculiar promiſe of the Goſpel, 


or the quickening and ſanctifying the 
Souls of meri, and for the directing and | 
guiding their lives; and all the Inſtitu- 
ions of Chriſtianity are repreſented as 
d many means, in the uſe of which the 
divine Spirit will be certainly com- 
unicated, if we uſe them aright; 
hich 13 the true reaſon why Baptiſm 
ind the gift of the Spirit are ſo fre- 1 
uently join d together, as if they - 
ere inſeparable ; as here in my Text; 
and in that other paſſage which. I 
ention'd from the words of our Sa- 
iour to Nicodemus; and again in that 
f St. Peter, when immediately after 
Fc deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the 
poſtles he was diſcourſing to the Fews þ gg 2.38. 
bn that ſubject; Repent, ſays he, and 
pe baptiʒ d every one of you in the name 
f Feſus Chriſt, forothe remiſſion of Sins, 
: and 


4 
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and ye ſhall rective -'tli#7 g H "th : 
Holy Ghoſt; which-2thur ic was nat tofff 
be undet᷑ſtood only of the miraculoulif 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, ſeems. pfai 
trom what follows, For the Promiſe 
unto you, and to your children, and: 
all that are afar off, even as \ many" 
the Lord our God iſhall call. 
Now if Baptiim be a means appoin 
ted by our Lord himſelf for the o 
taining remiſſion of Sins, and the a 
ſiſtance of the divine Spirit: for th 
purifying our Souls, it may well b 
ſaid, chat by it we are put into a ſtat 
of Salvation; eſpecially when we add 
that being admitted into the chriſtia 
Church by this ſolemn Rite, We 
at the ſame time admitted io the u 
of all the other means of:;Salvarior 
appointed by our Lord, in the dy 
ule of which we have grourd to e 
pect from him thoſe meaſures of d 
vine aſliſtance which we continua 
ſtand in need o... a 
And hence we may learn, by i 
way, to underſtand clearly thoſe ei 
preilions in our Office of Baptiin 
Vvhich ſme have ohieced 0 . 


V. 39. 
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for want of conſidering the true im- 
port of them. In the Exhortation be- 
fore Baptiſm of Infants, the Congre- 
gation is admoniſh'd to call upon Cod, 
that he will grant to the Child that 
thing which by nature he cannot have, 
that he may be baptiʒ d with water and 
the Holy Ghoſt. We afterwards pray, 
that God would waſh and ſanct ih the 
Child with the Holy Ghoſt, that he may 
receive remiſſion of ſins by ſpiritual Re- 
generation that God would give his 
holy Spirit to the Chiid, that be may 
be born again; that God would ſanai- 
fy the water to the myſtical waſhing 
away of ſin; and would grant that the 
child to be baptiz'd therein may receive 
the fulneſs of his grace, and ever re- 
main in the number of his faithful and 
elc children; and finally after Bape 
tiſm we give thanks to God, that it 
bath pleas d him to regenerate the Infant 
with his holy Spirit, to receive him for 
his own child by adoption, and to incor- 


= ; rate him into his holy Church. 


In the Office for Baptizing adult 
Per ſons, we pray for the fame things 
on their Behalf, and after theit being 


(26) 
baptiz d do pronounce, that they are 
now born again and made heirs of ever- 
laſting ſalvation ; and pray that they 
may continue God's Servants and attain 
his Promiſes, &c. All this is perfectly 
agreeable to the account which I have 
already given, viʒ. that thoſe who are 
regularly baptiz'd, are incorporated 
into the viſible Church of Chrift, and 
thereby intit*led to the pardon of their 
paſt Sins, and receiv'd into the num- 
ber of the children of God thro' Jeſus 

Chriſt ; and as they are dedicated to 
the Holy Ghoſt, together with the Fa- 
ther and the Son, ſo they have a right 
to expect and depend upon bis aſliſt- 
ance, ſo long as they do not wilfully 
violate their baptiſmal Covenant; they | 
are born again or regenerate into a 
new: State, enter d upon new Relati- 
ons, oblig'd to live new lives; they 
are admitted into that Body of which | 
Jeſus Chrilt is the Head, and in which 
the holy Spirit dwelleth, in order to 

quicken and fanctify, to direct and 
influence all its Members, which do 

notꝭreſiſt and refuſe his conduct. This 

48 - baptifmal Regenoration, and mt 
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will be attended alſo with the renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt, where there is 
no obſtruction to his ſacred Influence. 
But this leads me to that which I 
propos d in the third place, vix. 


III. To ſhew what the renewing of 
the Holy Ghoſt a, which St. Paul here 
joins With the waſhing of Regeneration, 
as neceſſary in order to our being ſa- 
ved, in the full ſenſe of that word, as 
uſed in the Goſpel. 


And here we are entering upon a 


main point of Chriſtian Doctrine, ſuch 
as it concerns every one, who has a 


rue regard to his own ſpiritual and 


ternal Well-being, thorowly to un- 
Wcritand and confider. That there is 


uch a thing as an alteration of the 
emper of our Spirits, effected by the 


dower of the divine Spirit, and this 


Wbſolutely neceſſary to our partaking 


f the favour of God and eternal life 


{ro the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, is 
What the Scriptures both of the old and 
gew Teſtament fully atteſt. "Tis what 


2 the Prophet Exekze!, ſpeaking of 
e times of the Goſpel, is repreſented 
B 2 by 


( 28 ) 
Ezek. 36. by God's giving to men 4 new heart | 
26, KC ad a new ſpirit ; by taking away the 
ſtony heart, and giving an heart of fleſh, 
that is, a tender and ſoft heart, inſtead 
of one that is had ard inſenſible; ard 
farther, by God's putting bis Spirit | 
within them, and cauſing them to walk 
in his Statutes, and to keep his Fuag- 
ments, and do them; and all this as the 
Explication of a phraſe juſt before 
uſed, and a completion of what is 
ſignify'd thereby, viz. the ſprinkling 
clean water upon them, and cleanſing 
them from al their filthineſs. Tis the 
"Fi ſame which St. Paul means in his E- 
MW Rom. 8. piſt le to the Romans, by minding the 
3, 6, 9 things of the Spirit; by being ſpiritu- 4 
ally minded; by being in the Spirit, 
W and having the ſpirit of God dwell in 4 
Ch. 12. 2. hem; and again, by being transform'd 
by the renewing of their mind; and in 
2 Cor. 5. one of his Epiſtles to the Corinthian 
x by .4 new Creature, old things being 1 
paſs d away, and all things becoming uem 


V. 25 


* 


"T's what in his Epilile to the Eyheſ- 


= * ans he expreſſes by being renew d in the 
= #23, 24. 


Spirit of their mind, and putting on the 
ew man, which after God is created in 
rigb- 


(29) 

righteouſneſs and true holineſs ; and in 

his Epiſtle to the Coloſſians, by putting Col. 3.105 
on the new man, which is renew'd in 
knowledge, after the image of him who 
created bim. Finally, This is what 
our Lord himſelf means, in his diſcourſe 
with Nicodemus, by being born of the 
Spirit, as well as of Mater, in order to 
entering into the kingdom of God. From 
all which, and other like Expreſſions 
in holy >cripture, we may learn what 
the renewins of the Holy Ghoſt m my 
Text means. Fot the fuller account 


John 3. 8. 


of which, it may be proper to conſi- 
der the three following particulars. 


t. What the State of mankind is 
before this Renovation. 

2. What aiteration 1s made by it. 

2. Tregreat Agent, by whom this 
Renovation is wrought. 


| 1. What the State of mankind is 
before this Renovation. 

Now this we may diſcern partly 
from the account which the Scriptures 


give; and partly from Obſervation, 
and even our own inward Senſe and 


Feeling. B 3 St. 


— | N 


(30) 
St. Paul in his Epiſtles to the 
Churches which he had planted among 
the Heathen, frequen ly mentions the 
very c:rrupt ſtare, in which they, 
with the reſt of the Heathen World, 
lay, before their embracing the Chri- 
ſtian Faith. Thus in his Epiſtie to 
the Epheſians, Vu hath he quicken'd, 
who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins; 
wherein in time paſt ye walled accoraing 
to the courſe of this world, according tn 
the Prince of the Power of the Air, the 
Spirit that now worketh in the children 
diſoledience, among whom alſo we 
all had cur converſation in times paſt, 
in the luſts of our fleſh, fulfilling the 
dcfires of the fleſh and of the mind, and 
were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as otiersg; and again, At that 
time ye were without Chriſt, being Ali 
ens from the Common-wealth of Iſrael, 
and Strangers from the Covenants of 
promiſe, having no hope, and witiout i 
h God in the world. And once More, 
— — 75 That ge henceforth walk not as other 
Gentiles walk in the vanity of their 
mind, having the underſtanding dark: 

ned, being alienated from the life of 

God, 


4 


4 


* 


9 n da YI + MF Fs: PY 
CITY 43 t mn. 


** 

God, thro the ignorance that is in 
them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their 
heart, who being paſt feeling have given 
themſelves over to laſciviouſneſs, to work 
all uncleanneſs with greedineſs. This 


State he calls preſently after the old V. 22, Tei 


man, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful luſts, of which old man he 
goes on to repreſent ſeveral members 
or parts; ſuch as Hing, ſtealing, cor- 
rupt communication, bitterneſs, wrath, 
anger, clamour, evil-ſpeaking and ma- 
lice. And leſt the Fews, when they 
compar'd themſelves with the Heas 
then, ſhould imagine that the corrup- 
tion of their nature was not like that 
of the reſt of mankind, the ſame A- 
poſtle, in his Epiſtle to the Romans, 
charges them alſo in this manner, Af- 
ter he had been ſpeaking of the dege- 
neracy of the Heathen world, to keep 
the Fews from boaſting, he puts this 
Queſtion, Mat then? 
than they? And he immediately re- 
plys, No, in no wiſe; for we have be- 
fore proved both Jews and Gentiles, 
that they are all under fin. For which 
he cites ſeveral expreſs paſſages out of 

| B 4, their 
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Are we better Rom. 3.99. 
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their own ſacred Writings ; As it i, 
written, There is none righteous, mo nt 


V. 10. 11. one; there is none that underſtandeth, 


V. 12. 


there 3s none that ſerketh after Gad. 
They are all gone out of the way, they 
are together become unprofitable, there is 
uone that doth good, no not one; ſay ing 
a little after, That what things ſoever 
the Law Jaith, it ſaith to them that are 
under the Law : that every mouth may 
be ſtopped, and all the world may become 
guilty before God ; and adding again, 
that there is no difference, (viz. between 


V. 22, 23. Few and Gentile in this reſpect,) for 


Ron. 2. 
14, 15. 


all have ſinned, and come ſhort of the 
Glory of God. Not that the Apoſtle 
means, that either among the Gentiles 
or the Fews ail were equally corrupt 
and degenerate. No; he himſelf in 
the ſame Epiſtle. ſuppoſes, that /ome 
Gentiles which have not the Law, yet 
do by nature the things contained in the 
Law; and ſays, that theſe having not 
the Law are a Law unto themſelves, 
which ſhew the work of the Law written 
in their hearts: and again, he ſpeaks 
of ſome Fews who kept the Law, that 
is, who kept it ſincerely, tho' not iu 

abſolute 


339 
abſolute perfection. The plain mean- 
ing therefore of the Apoſtle is, that 
generally ſpeaking both Fews and 
Gentiles were corrupted in the manner 
he had there declar'd, as Experience 
ſhew'd to all impartial Obſervers, to 
which therefore he appeals. And in- 
deed whereſoever either among Fews 
or Gentiles there were to be found 
ſincere, upright Perſons, whole minds " 
were in any good degree form'd after 
the divine Image, and whoſe lives 
were free from that general corruption 
which had overſpread the earth, theſe 
were but ſo many inſtances of ſuch as 
were renew'd by the Holy Ghoſt, which 
even before the times of the Goſpel 
ſhed his Influences upon all pious, and 
juſt and holy Men, whether they were 
to be found among Jews or Heathen: 
whereas generally ſpeaking the Fews 
themſelves, and-efpecially the Heathen 
were corrupted and deprav'd more * 
or leſs according to the Apoſtle*s de- 
ſcription in the places before- men- * 
tion'd. 


B 5 It 
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It will be fit for us thereſore to take 

a farther view of this caſe, according 
to our own obſervation, and even our 
inward ſenſe and feeling; which if 
we do, we ſhall find the caſe to ſtand 
thus. There is naturally in all Men 
an inordinate Self love, which 3s the 
root of much evil. For it neceſſarily 
produces Self-will, and conſequently 
a backwardueſs to be rul'd by the 
laws of God, or the reaſon of things; 
as alſo Vanity, Pride, Hatred, Envy, 
and the reſt of thoſe Spiritual Vices 
with which the Souls of Men are fo 
much deprav'd. Next to this there is 
obſervable in men an inordinate regard 
to the meaner part of themſelves, their 
Bodies, which leads them to Senſuali- 
ty, the undue gratificacion of the de- 
fires of the fleſh, making them to for- 
get or neglect that more noble Princi- 
ple which is within them, tbeir im- 
mortal Souls. This inclines them ea- 
gerly co purſue the enjoy ments of this 
life, to ſeek after the pleaſures, pro- 
fits, and the honours of it, whilſt they 
deſpiſe and forfeit the Enjoyments of 
the Life to come. This I think from 
5 Bt obſer- 
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obſervation, and from inward ſenit, 
we may conclude to be the natural 
State of Mankind. Where, when I ſay 
natural, I do not mean that it is the 
Eſtate for which God defign'd Men in 
his forming them at the firſt; but that 
it is the State in which they are now 
by nature found. Nor again do I in- 
tend hereby to aſſert, that there are 
none who from their Infancy grow 
up into a better State and Temper. 
Tis apparent that there are many 
ſuch; the Grace of the divine Spirit 
attending their firſt dedication to him 
in Baptiſm, and continually exciting 
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and bleſling the inſtructions and ad- 
monitions of thoſe who have the form- 
ing of their tender minds, thus gradu- 
ally rectifying the diſorder of their 
Nature: But this hinders not, but that 
the preſent State of Nature is what J 
have been defcribing, and would con- 
tinue ſo, did not the divine Spirit in- 
terpole for the altering and amending 
it. Tis true, There is implauted in 
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lent Principle than that which es" 
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and alliſting their own endeavours, 


the very nature of Man a more excel- 
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ly prevails, I mean a Principle of Rea- 
ſon, whereby he is enabled to conſider 
and reflect, and directed to act ac- 
cordingly; whereby he is able to 
know God in ſome meaſure, and to 
acknowledge him as the Author of 
his Being, to whom he owes a pro- 
found Reverence, and a lincere Love, 
together with perfect Submiſtion, and 
an univerſal Obedience; whereby he 
can farther diſcern the difference be- 
tween moral good and evil, and is ob- 
lig d to approve himſelf when he does 
well, and to condemn himſelf when 
he does ill ; whereby he can look for- 
ward into a future ſtate of things, 
perceiving in himſelt ſomething thar is 
ſpiritual and immortal, and conſe- 
quently ſeeing the reaſonableneſs of 
cultivating the better part of himſelf, 
and providing for that State which is 
ro ſucceed this. This Principle is in 
Men by Nature: but then it wants to 
be awaken'd, excited, and ſtrer gth- 
ned by the divine Spirit, fo that it 
may prevail over all the lower incli- 
nations and affections. There are 

| many 
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many Inſtances of Perſons, who have 
arriv'd at ſublime thoughts and con- 
ceptions of ſpiritual and divine things, 
nay to ſome good deſires, purpoſes and 
reſolutions; but yet their minds not 
having been thorowly renewd, they 
have ſtill been led captive by their 
carnal affections, and whilſt they have 
retaind the Knowledge, they have | 
been alienated from the life of God ; | 
according to the expreſſion of St. Paul, R 
The Law in their Members, warring a- © 
gainſt the Law of their Mind, has brought 
them into captivity to the Law of Sin, fo 
that they were wrerched men, and ſtood 
in need of the Law of the Spirit of Life, Rom» 8.2. wii 
in Chriſt Feſus, to make them free from 1 
the Law f Sin and Death. And this 
may ſufhce to be ſpoken to the fiyſt 
rarcicular which J propos d. I pro- 
ceed to the next, viz. 

2. To conſider what alteration is 
made in Men by the renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt. And of this I ſhall give 
an Account in the three particulars 
following. 


1. The 
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1. The Mind is thereby enlighten'd, 
ſo as to diſcern: more clearly thoſe ſpi- 
ritual things, which either it did not 
at all perceive, or not with ſo much 
Light and Evidence as now it does. 
For Inſtance, The renew'd Mind dil. 
cerns more clearly the Being and Per: 
fections of Almighty God, as he is our 
Creator, our Preſerver, our Heaven- 
ly Father, infinitely perfect and hap- 
py in himſelf, and the Fountain of all 
good to his Creatures; a Being who 
ought to be reverenc'd, ador d, lovd 
and obey'd entirely. And eſpecially 
as a Being, who hath manifeſted him-M 
ſelf to us Chriſtians, by his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt in our Nature, as hating all 
Sin, but abounding in Love to Man: 
kind, and earneſtly deſirous of reco 
vering Sinners from the Guilt and the 
Dominion of their Sins by the Golpe 
of our Saviour. 

The ſame Mind becomes ſenſible ni 
its own Being and Nature; it feels it 
ſelf and its Powers; it diſcerns its ow. 
breathings after ſomething be youd the 
Objects of Senſe and the Enjoyments 
of this life, even the image and * 

0 


* my 9 
of God, 4 immortal Life wich him: 
and eſpecially as enlighten'd by the 
Goſpel it looks into the other world, 
both perceiving its own Immortality, 
and fore- ſeeing the Reſurrection of its 

Body, and the Life of the World to 
come. 

It diſcerns more clearly the excel- 
lency of Piety and Virtue, and the 
Odiouſneſs cf Wickedneſs and Vice; 
and the mighty difference there is be- 
tween thoſe happy Creatures who 
have conſtantly adher'd to the former, 
and thoſe miferable Beings who have 


| degenerated into the latter. It per- 


ceives the Excellency of all the Chri- 


| {tian Precepts, how agreeable they are 


to the reaſon of our Minds, and how 
much they tend to the Perfection and 
Happideſs of our Nature. 

2. This renewing of the Mind doth 
not only produce à clearer judgment, 
but alſo a more firm and ſtedfaſt reſo- 
lution to be govern'd henceforward 
by the Laws of Reaſon. and Religion, 
and never wilfully to, deviate from 
thoſe Rules which Godl and our Savi- 
our have given us for the direction of 

our 
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our tempers and our actions; never 
to be led and carry'd away by meer 
natural inclination or affection, but 
ſtrictly to obſerve and follow the ad- 
monitions and dictates of our enlight- 

ned Souls. | 
So excellent are the Precepts of Re- 
ligion, ſo agreeable to our natural 
reaſon when awaken'd, that even un- 
regenerate men cannot forbear ſome- 
times at leaſt purpoſing to comply 
Rom. 7. With them; but whilſt to will is pre- 
15, Cc. ſent with them, they find not how to per- 
form that which is good; that which 
they would, they do not, and many times 
even that which they hate that they do; 
they find a law, that when they would a 
good, evil is preſent with them ; they 
are carnal and ſold under fin ; inſomuch 
that whilſt they delight in the law of God 
after the inner man, they cannot but 
approve it, and in ſome meaſure dif 
cern and be pleas d with the excel- 
lency of it; the law in their member: 
nevertheleſs brings them into captivity 
to the law of ſin, wretched men that 
they are! and all this from want of 
| 2 


12 
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a Spirit fix d, a Mind fully determin d 


and refaly'd. But once more, 

3. The renewing of the mind men- 
tion'd in my Text produces an altera- 
tion in the temper, that is, in the pre- 
vailing inclination of the Soul. Such 
Perſons are, according to the Phraſe 
of the Apoltle, renew'd in the ſpirit of Eph. 4; 
their mind, in righteouſneſs and true 33, 24. 
holineſs, after the image of him who Col. 3.10s' 
created them. They now deeply re- 
verence and heartily love Almighty 
God, as the greateſt and moſt excel- 
lent Being, as the Father of their Spi- 
rits, and the Fountain of all that is tru- 
ly good and deſirable. They entirely . 
reſign and devote themſelves to him, | 
eſteeming it both their duty and their 
happineſs to know and do his Will. 
They ſincerely love truth and good- 
nels, even as God himſelf doth, and 
are trom an inward ſettled Principle 
not only refoly'd, but inclin'd to ad- 
here to them againſt all oppoſn ion. 
They not only ſee, but as it were feel 
the Excellency of the divine Precepts, 
as deliver'd by our Lord and Saviour. 
They admire the Image, the * 

an 
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and the Life of God, as exemplified 
in him, when he appear'd in our Na. 
ture. They are ſtrongly mov d by a 
Senſe of the Juſtice and Mercy of Golf 
diſplay'd by our Saviour's underta- 
king, to abhor all fin and wickednels, iſ 
to renounce every forbidden practice 
to love God above all, to love their 
Neighbour as God hath loved them, 
to bring forth all the fruits of righte 
ouſnels to the praiſe and glory of Gu 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt; and in fo doing u 
hope and con ſide in the mercy of Gut 
thro* his Mediation, "This deveſis 
them of that narrowneſs and ſelfiſhnel 
of Spirit, which before prevaii'd in 
them, and of all that ſelf will and 
pride, that hatred and envy which 
proceeded thence ; ſubſtituting in tht 
room thereof, humility and chart) 
They are poſlels'd with an earneſt de 
fire to cleanſe themſelves from all de 
filement both of fleſh and ſpirit, and 1 
perfect holineſs in the Fear of God; l 
prepare themſelves for that undefilet 
ſtate” which they are to enter upon 
when their Spirits ſhall be ſeparate 


from their Bodies; and which is u 
** 


* 
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be compleated when Soul and Body 
{hall be re- united at the laſt day. They 
feel in themſelves an earneſt deſire to 
partuke more and more of the divine 
Image, that ſo they may enjoy a 
greater Senſe of God's Favour in this 
life, and become capable of the viſi- 
on and fruition of God in the life to 
come; and this cools and damps their 
inclinations and affections to preſent 
ſenſible things, to all rhe poſſeſſions 
and enjoyments of this mortal ſtate ; 
according to St. Paul's Account, that, 
as they that are after tl.e fleſh do min 
the things of the fleſh, 1o theſe being 
after the ſpirit do mind the things of 
the ſpirit ; and as the carnal mind is 
enmity againſt God, and is not ſulject 
to the lam of God, neither indeed can 
be; fo theſe ſpiritually-minded- per- 
ſons are perfectly reconcil'd to God, 
and ſubject to his Jaw, the law of the 


ſpirit of life in Chriſt Feſus having 


made them free from the law of ſin and 
death; and from this Principle all the 
Fruits of the Divine Spirit do ſhew 
themſelves in their lives and conver- 
ſations, 


This 


V. 7. 


v. 2. 
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This may ſuffice for an Account of 
the alteration made by the renewin 
of the Holy Ghoſt. There remains! 
yet one particular more to be coak 
der d, in order to the explaining this 
renewing, Viz. 
3. The great Agent by whom it i 
wrought. It is the Holy Ghoſt. 
That this great change of mind 
from carnal to ſpiritual is effected by 
the power of the divine Spirit, is fo 
plainly afferted throughout the Scrip: 
tures, particularly in thoſe Text 
which I have eited in the Series of thi 
Diſcourſe, that I cannot conceive hoy 
any Chriſtian ſhould doubt of the 
truth of it. If it were needfi to add 
any more, it ſhould be theſe two of 
three following. Our bleſſed Saviour, 
in his diſcourſe with Nicodemus, alter 
that he had ſaid, Except a man be bon 
of water and of the ſpirit, he cannot en. 
ter into the kingdom of God, immedr 
ately adds, That which is born ef tit 
fleſh is flelh, and that which is boru if 
the ſpirit is ſpirit ;, as much as to lay, 
Mien by their natural birth are meer) 
fleſh ; it is by a Spirit deriv'd _ 
G 
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God that they muſt be born again. 
For a Paraphraſe on which words we 
may read that paſſage of St. Paul in 
his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians. The 


firſt man Adam was made a living Soul: 1 Cor. 15. 
the laſt Adam was made a quickening 45, 47. 
Spirit. The firſt Man is of the earth, 48, 49. 


earthy : the Jecond Man j the Lord 
from heaven. As is the earth, ſuch are 
they alſo that are earthy : and as 1s the 
heavenly, ſuch are they alſo that are hea- 
deny. And as we have born the image ef 
the earthy, we ſhall alſo bear the image 
of the heavenly, The plain meaning 
of all which is, that az we bring into 
the world with us theſe fleſhly bodies, 
and theſe living ſouls, as children of 
the firſt Adam; To if we hope to ar- 
rive at that ſtate which the Goſpel 
propoſeth to us hereafter, we mult 
bear the image of the ſecond Adam, 
ceriving from him that quickening 
Spirit which will ecliven our Souls at 
preſent, and will render us capable of 
eternal happinels hereafter ; according 
to another diſcourſe of the ſame 
Apoltle in his Epiltle to the Romans, 


where he aſſerts and deſcribes at large Rom. 8. 


the 


_" (46 


the efficacy of the divine Spirit upon 
the minds of all true Chriſtians, de- 
claring expreſly, That if any man have 
not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
his. It ſeems, that if the firſt Adam 
had approv'd himſelf faithful ro God, 
in obeying that Precept which was 
given him for his Tryal, this good 
Spirit would have been conſtantly im- 
parted to him for his Conduct thro 
this ſtate of life to a better; which 
divine Spirit, being forfeited by his 
diſobedience, is to be reſtor'd to us 
only by the ſecond Adam, the fountain 
of all ſpiritual life and ſtrength to the 
children of men. 


IV, I proceed to the next general 
Head I propos'd, which was to ſhew, 
that the waſhing of Regeneration may 
be ſeparated from the renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt; and that if it be ſo, the 
end for which it is us d, namely our 
Salvation, cannot be obtain'd, the lat- 
ter being abſolutely neceſſary in order 
to our being ſav'd in the compleat 
ſenſe of that word. | 


It 
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It is the way of the Scriptures to 
ſpeak to and of the viſible members of 
the Church of Chriſt under ſuch ap- 
pellations and expreſſions as may ſeem 
at firſt hearing to imply, that they are 
all of them truly righteous and holy 
Perſons, Thus the Apoltles ſtyle thoſe 
o whom they write in general Saints; 
ſpeak of them as ſanctified in Chriſt 
Feſus, choſen of God, buried with Chriſt 
in Baptiſm, riſen again with him from 
he dead, ſitting with him in heavenly 
places; and particularly St. Paul in 
y Text ſays, they were ſaved by the 
waſhing of Regeneration, &c. The rea- 
on of which is, that they were viſibly 
dy obligation and by profeſlion all 
his ; which was thus repreſented to 
hem the more effectually to ſtir them 
p and engage them to live according 
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But yet it is too evident, from divers 
paſlages in their Writings, and Ex- 
derience has confirm'd to us the ſame 
hing, that both in their times and ever 
nce, there have been many who have 
njoyd the. waſhing of Regeneration, 
nole tempers and manners have de- 
monſtrated 
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o their Profeſſion and Obligation. 


* 


Acts 8.13. purpoſe, who, tho' the Text tells us 


V. 21. 


V. 23. 


1 Pet. 3. 
21. 


renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, mut 


OY 
CHEF * 
monſtrated that they were not alſo 
renew d by the Holy Gheſt. Simon Ma. 
us was a notorious inſtance to this 


that he believ d and was baptiz d; yet 
was ſoon after told by St. Peter, that 
he had neither part nor lot in that mat- 
ter, (vize the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt) 
foraſmuch as his heart was not right 
in the ſight of God; and that he per: 
ceiv'd that he was in the gall of bitter 
neſs, and in the bond of iniquity. Il 
take it for granted, that I need not in- 
{iſt upon any proof of this matter ; but 
only farther obſerve, that baptiſmd 
Regeneration, When ſeparated from the 


neceſſarily be ineffectual to the Salvs 
tion of Mens Souls. Sr. Paul in ny 
Text joins them together, as concur 
ring in the work.of our Salvation; 
and our Saviour in the place before 
cited, makes the being born of th 
Spirit, as well as of Water, necel 
fary to the entering into the Kingdn 
of God. St. Peter in like manner 
where he mentions Baptiſm as ſavin 
us, adds, to prevent all miſtake, 
tl 


ſo the putting away the filth of the fleſh : 
a (not that meerly) but the anſwer of 4 
bi go Conſcience towards God 3 that alſo 
O . 

us is neceflary to Salvation; viz. when 
et che baptiz d perſon's heart, and conſe- 
at quently his life, agree with his pro- 
4. feſſion and obligation. What St. Paul * Te, 
ſt) fays of the Fews, may be repeated with EIN 
ob! WW reſpe&t to Chriſtians alſo, with a lit- 
er: tle variation of the words; He s 
er WM not 4 Chriſtian, which is one outward- 

Ih; neither is that Regeneration, 
in- (namely, ſuch as will be effectual to 
but Salvation) which is outward in the fl:ſh : 
mal but he is a Chriſtian, which is one in- 
the wardly, and Regeneration js that of the 
wk heart, in the ſpirit, and not in the let- 
Iv ter ; whoſe praiſe is not of men, but of 
Gd. Many of thoſe, who were not 
cur only baptiz d in the Name of Chriſt, 
on but alſo receiv'd excellent gifts from 
him, and by vertue thereof propheſied, 
and had done many wonderful works in 
his Name, yet, as himſelf declares, 
will be rejected by him at the laſt 
day, for having been workers of ini- Mat. 7. 
quity, | 22, 23. 
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Nor can it be otherwiſe conceiv d, 
that God ſhould accept of Men only 
upon Account of cheir having com. 
ply'd with ſome external and ritual 
Inſtitutions, whilſt they had no regard 
to the deſign of them. The Inſticurions 
of Chriſt do not work like Charms: 
but being appointed to be us'd by rea: 
ſonable Creatures, there is a Diſpoſiti- 
on of Mind in the Perſon uſing them, 
neceſſary to the rendering them effe- | 
ctual. The great End of the appearing i 
of that Grace of God which bringeth Sal- 
dation, Was to teach us to deny ungot 
lineſs and wordly luſts, and to live ſe 
Berl, righteouſly, and goaly in this pre- 
ſent world Way, it will be a mighty 
Aggravation of the Guilt and the Pu- 

niſhment of thoſe Perſons, who having 
had ſuch great Advantages, by being 
admitted into the Church of Chrif, 


and having been lay'd under ſuch 


great Obligations thereby, have not 
.4mprov:d the one, nor anſwer'd the 
Other, as they ought to have done. 
I ſhall conclude this Head with thi 
neceſſary Admonition ; That we ought 
to be very careful, neither on the one 


hand 


(51) 


hand to ſlight or neglect the external 
Inſticutions of our Religion ; nor, on 
the other hand, to depend upon our 
compliance with them, unleſs we at 
the ſame time anſwer their End and 
Deſign. There are many Perſons guil- 
ty of tranſgreſſing on both ſides. Some 
of an Enthuſtaſtick Temper are ready 
to throw off all the external Ordi- 
nances of Religion. The deluded 
Sect of the Quakers are a notorious In- 
ſtance of this kind; who, under the 
Pretence of ſomething inward and ſpi- 
ritual, have caſt oft Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper, the two Badges of our 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, the Signs and 


| Seals of the Covenant between God 


and Men in Chrift Jeſus, the expreſs 
Inſtitutions of our Lord himſelf, and 
the Means of obtaining that which 
is Internal and Spiritual from him. 
And indeed we behold in them a fad 
Effect of this their Error, they having 
by degrees turn'd the whole Goſpel of 
Chriſt into an Allegory, and under 
the vain Pretence of a Chriſt within 
them, very much neglected and ſlight- 
ed all that was done and ſuffer'd, and 
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is ſtill carrying on by the Son of God 
in our Nature for the Salvation of 
Men; God having given many of then: 
up to A reprobate Senſe, and to ſtrong 
Deluſions, even with reſpect to the 

reat and fundamental Points of the 
Chriſtian Faith, as deliver'd in the 
Holy Scriptures. 

But then, on the other hand, there 
are great numbers of proſeſs d Chri- 
ſtians, who ſatisſie themſelves with a 
compliance in the external Inſtitutions 
of Chriſtianity, whilſt they are de. 
yoid of all that is truly Spiritual and 
Internal. They are baptiz d in the 
Name of our Saviour, they frequent 
the publick Aſſemblies, divers ot them 
partake of the Lord's Table, they go 
on in a conſtant Rund of Ferſorman- 
ces; bu their Tempers and their 
Manners are itil! unreturm'd, they are 
not renew d in the ſpirit of their Mind, 
after the image of God, nor do the 
Fruits of the Divine Spirit appear in 
their Lives and Converſations. 

T his therefore ſhould be our care, 
to reverence all the Inſtitutions of 
our Lord, and to uſe them ——_ 

at 
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and diligently ; but at the ſame time 
never to content our ſelves till we 
find the Spirit of God and of Chriſt 
dwelling in us, and becoming a ſet- 
tled Principle of Piety and Virtue to 
us, throughout the Courſe of our 
Lives. But this brings me to thelaſt 
Thing I propos'd, viz. 


V. To enquire, how thoſe Per- 
ſons, who have had the waſhing of 
RezerDation, _ but are not yer renew d 
by the Holy Ghoſt, may attain to this 
Renovation. 

It is, I think, evident from what 
has been already offer'd on this Sub- 
ject, that the proper Method appoint- 


ed by our Lord for the attaining the 


Divine Spirit, is entering into the 
Chriſtian Church by the ſqlemn Rite 
of Baptiſm, in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, thereby being dedicated 
to the divine Spirit, plac'd under his 
Conduct, and incorporated into that 
Body of which Chriſt is the Head, 
and to which his holy Spirit is com- 


municated, for the imparting ſpiritual 
C 3 Life 
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Life and Vigour to it. This is the 
wayof being ſaved by the waſhing of 
Regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt. This is the way of ex 
tering into the Kingdom of God by 
being born of Water and of the Spirit, 
And I queſtion not but we fhould 
more frequently behold the viſible 
good Effects of this Baptiſmal Rege- 
neration, it Parents and Sponſors 
made it conſtantly their Care, by pi- 
ous Inſtruct ions and Admoniths, to- 
gether with virtuous Examples, to 
bring the young ones under their 
Care, to a thorow Senſe of their Ob- 
ligations; till coming to years of dif- 
cretion (according to the direction of 
our Liturgy in its Office of Confirme- 
tron) and having learn'd what their 
Godfathers and Godmothers promis d for 
them in Baptiſm, they did themſelvei 
with their own Mouth and Conſent 0 
penly before the Church ratifie and com 
frm the ſame ; and alſo promiſe, that 
oy the Grace of God they will evermore 
engeavour themſelves faithfully to obſerve 
ſuch things, as they by their own Confeſe 
lion have aſſented unto, Then might 

they 


55) 
they hope, (according to the Prayer 
of the Biſhop' on their Behalf) that 
God would defend them with his heaven- 
Grace, that they might continue 
his for ever; and daily increaſe in 
his Holy Spirit more and more, until 
they come unto his everlaſting Kingdom. 
And happy are thoſe Perſons, who 
being thus put into a ſtate of Salva- 
tion, continue in it without Inter- 
ruption, growing up gradually and 
conſtantly into a Spiritual, an Holy 
and Heavenly Life. As, on the other 
hand, thoſe who reject this Method 
appointed by our Saviour for enter- 
ing into his Kingdom, and partaking 
ot his Spirit, or deſpiſe the antient 
and excellent Merhod us'd in the 
Chriſtian Church, for confirming the 
Faith, and exciting and encreaſing 
the Graces and Virtues of thoſe who 
have been bapriz'd, whatſoever ex- 
traordinary Meaſures of the Divine 
Spirit they may pretend to, do plain- 
lv put themſelves out of God's Way 
for attaining the leaſt Meaſure or 
Degree of it. 
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But then, whereas tis to be fear d, 
nay *tis evident, that many who have 
had the waſhing of Regeneration, are 
not yet renew'd by the Holy Ghoſt, of 
which their Tempers and their Pra- 
Etices are a manifeſt Proof, the preſent 
Enquiry is, how ſuch Perſons may 
attain this inward Renovation. The 
Anſwer to whick is plain. They can 
be directed to no other Method than 
that which the Goſpel of our Saviour 
hath mark'd out ; viz. To make a 
faithful and diligent Uſe of all the 
other Means of Grace and Salvation 
inſtituted by our Lord and his Apo- 
ſtles. Let them ſeriouſly ſtudy the 
divine Oracles, thoſe ſacred Books 
which are left as Records by the 
Spirit of God, for the opening Mens 
Eyes, and the awakening their Minds; 
in the uſe of which they may hope to 
feel the Power and Efficacy of the 
ſame Spirit. Let them earneſtly and 
frequently pray to God, that he 
would pleate to beſtow his holy Spi- 
rit upon them; and for their Encou- 
ragement in ſo doing, let them remem- 
ber thoſe Words of our Bleſſed Savi- 


our, 
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, our, 1 ſay unto you, Ah, and it ſhall Luke 11. | 
"el given you s ſeeks and ye ſpall find: — 

* haocks and it ſhall be open'd unto You. 

| For every one that asketh, receiveth : 

* and he that ſeeketh, findeth: and to 

at in that knocketh, it ſhall be opened. . 
And again, If ye being evil know how V. 122 | 


be to give good Gifts unto your Children, | 
how much more ſhall your Heavenly Fa- | 
her give the Holy Spirit to them that | 
"Nl him? Only let them take Care, 
1 that they ask aright ; with Humility, 
2 with Fervency, with Conſtancy, and 


with Faith; that is, with a firm Be- 
ef of the Goodneſs of God thro' Je- 


. ſus Chriſt, and at the ſame time with * 
e ſteady Reſolution to comply with 4 
that divine Spirit which they beg of * 
155 God, and to make uſe of that Aſſi- a 
5 ſtance which he ſhall afford them. For 
this muſt be carefully obſerv'd by g 
, thoſe who deſire and ask of God the d 
Aid of his Spirit, never to do any , 
| thing wilfully or careleſly, where- - 


by they may grieve him, and cauſe 
him to depart from them; never 
to ſhew themſelves untractable to 
tis holy Motions. For the Scrip- 


Lures 
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tures admoniſh us, that the Spirit 
of God may be SO and 
griev'd, and reſiſted to our own 
Deſtruction. God dealeth not with 
us, as with inanimate, or with ir- 
rational Creatures; but as with Be. 
ings whom he hath indued with 
Underſtanding and Reaſon, and a 
Power of chuſing or refuſing; and 
as ſuch it becomes us to act, care- 
fully exciting and improving all the 
Faculties of our Souls, and then 
earneſtly begging of God the Aid 
of the Divine Spirit, which we far- 
ther ſtand in need of to awaken, 
Excite and carry on the Spiritual 
and Divine Life within ns. Finally, 
Let thoſe who would obtain the 
Spirit of God, charge themſelves with 
frequenting the Aſſemblies of Chriſt 
ans, joining themſelves with the pro- 
feſs'd Member; of Chriſt's Body, 
to whom our Lord hath promis d 
his Preſence, and amongſt whom 
his Spirit is usd to operate; and 
together with their Chriſtian Bre: 
thren let them ſeriouſly make uſe of 
all the Inſtitutions of our Bleſſed 
i Saviour, 


(59) 
Saviour, which he hath appointed as 
Means for the conveying of ſpiritual 
Life and Strength to our Souls ; and 
let them never deſiſt from their En- 
deavours, till they find the Image of 
God form'd in their Souls, and the 
Life of God ſhining forth in their 
Converſations, remembring always 
thoſe both awakening and encouraging 


Paſſages of the Apoſtle, That # be Rom. 8. 5 


carnally minded, is death: but to be ſpi- 


ritually minded, is life and peace; that 


if we live after the fleſh, we ſhall die: 


but if thro” the ſpirit we do mortify the V. 13. 


deeds of the body, we ſhall live: that as 
many as are led by the ſpirit of God, 
they are the Sons of God; that the ſpi- 
rit itſelf beareth e with their ſpi- 
rit, that they are the children of God; 
and if children, then beirs ; Heirs of 
God, and Foint- Heirs with Chriſt; To 
whom with the Father and the Eter- 
nal Spirit, our great Creator, Re- 
deemer and Sanctifyer, be aſcrib all 
Honour and Glory now and for ever. 
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